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More Than Bootstraps Has Received a $1,000 Grant from Investors Foundation
This award will support stipends for students in the MTB College Access and Success Program

WESTFIELD and PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY — March 13, 2024. More Than Bootstraps (MTB), a New
Jersey non-profit dedicated to helping low-income, first-generation students access and
succeed in higher education, has received a $1,000 award from Investors Foundation.
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More Than Bootstraps was selected to receive the award based on its three successful years of
working to address the challenges first-generation, low-income students face in getting to and
succeeding in higher education. MTB'’s partner district, the Passaic Public Schools, serves
students underrepresented in higher education: low-income, Latinx, and first-generation.

MTB builds on students’ strengths and the power of near-peer mentoring to create a
sustainable pathway to and through college. The organization trains first-generation college
students attending institutions ranging from Passaic County Community College and Kean
University to Vassar College and Dartmouth to serve as mentors to high school juniors and
seniors in the Passaic Public Schools. College student mentors meet weekly with their high
school mentees and follow a curriculum of activities focused on personal and professional
development, college and financial aid awareness, and communication with families.

Grants and donations to More Than Bootstraps fund monthly and summer stipends that allow
the high school and college students in the program time and space to devote to their
professional development and college-going activities while still meeting their financial
responsibilities.

“We are grateful for this recognition of our program’s success in improving access and success
in higher education for underrepresented first-generation students, the majority of whom are
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students of color,” said Audrey Fisch, president of More Than Bootstraps. “After three years,
our innovative model is achieving significant outcomes for our underserved students.”

Interested donors are invited to visit the MTB website: www.morethanbootstraps.org/donate.
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About MORE THAN BOOTSTRAPS

More Than Bootstraps builds a community of first-generation, underrepresented students who
empower each other to access and succeed in higher education. More Than Bootstraps is a 501(c)3
organization, Tax ID 83-2245008. For more information, visit www.morethanbootstraps.org or call (908)
397-0893.

MTB DIGITAL PRESS KIT: www.morethanbootstraps.org/mtb-digital-press-kit

About the Investors Foundation

Foundation efforts focus on the arts, education, health and human services, youth programs, affordable
housing and more. Since inception in 2005, the Investors Foundation has given more than $40 million to
thousands of worthy community organizations in New Jersey, New York City and Long Island.
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